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Today, we continue the essential work of conserving and sustaining our
precious environment. Our landscapes are not only a source of pleasure,
but a valuable resource for our local economies and the livelihood of many
across America. Last year, after an unprecedented public engagement effort,
with input from across our country, my Administration launched the
America’s Great Outdoors Initiative. Through this initiative, we are work-
ing to meet the unique challenges of environmental stewardship in the 21st
century and create community-based solutions for conservation.

As part of the America’s Great Outdoors Initiative, we recently established
the Federal Interagency Council on Outdoor Recreation to assist with pro-
moting outdoor recreational activities for American families on public
lands. By coordinating with State, local, and tribal governments, and other
stakeholders, the Council aims to connect our families, and especially our
youth, to the rugged beauty of the natural wonders our Nation’s hunters
and anglers know so well.

Protecting the conservation legacy of our past is the responsibility of all
Americans. Working together, we can preserve the wonder of nature while
building a future where all Americans are able to enjoy and share in her
bounty.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 24, 2011, as
National Hunting and Fishing Day. I call upon all Americans to observe
this day with appropriate programs and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-third
day of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-
sixth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8721 of September 23, 2011
Minority Enterprise Development Week, 2011

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Our Nation is guided by the simple promise that no matter our origins, we
can provide a better life for our children. We have long believed in a fair
America, where, with hard work and determination, anyone can succeed.
Our story has been written by generations who have put their shoulders to
the wheel of history to move our country forward.

Today, this legacy continues. Our strength comes from individuals from all
walks of life, and of every race and creed. Minority-owned businesses are
engines of job creation and backbones of communities across America—
from Main Street to Wall Street, and from country markets to Silicon Val-
ley. They are on the cutting edge of development, and are strong competi-
tors at home and abroad. Small businesses, including minority-owned en-
terprises, are where most new jobs begin. To recover from this economic
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crisis and improve our competitiveness, we must help these job creators
hire, grow, and revitalize our economy.

My Administration is working to make this growth a reality. Our Start-up
America initiative connects established private sector mentors to entre-
preneurs, helping accelerate innovation through coordination. Last year, I
signed the Small Business Jobs Act, providing billions of dollars in lending
support and tax cuts for small businesses. The Federal Government is also
the Nation’s largest purchaser of goods and services, and every Federal
agency is taking aggressive steps to improve contracting with small busi-
nesses, including minority-owned firms.

Even in challenging times, American entrepreneurs consistently respond to
adversity with brighter ideas, more ambitious innovations, and smarter
technology than the world has ever seen. These businesses create jobs and
support our communities. As a Nation, we must continue to remove bar-
riers to these opportunities, and ensure they remain open to all Americans.

The task of making America more competitive is a job for everyone. To
build an economy that lasts, we must all work to create the well-paying
jobs that will sustain us. During Minority Enterprise Development Week,
we honor minority enterprises as vital to our economic success, and recom-
mit to ensuring minority business owners have the information, tools, and
resources they need to help America win the future.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 25, 2011,
through October 1, 2011, as Minority Enterprise Development Week. I call
upon all Americans to celebrate this week with appropriate programs, cere-
monies, and activities to recognize the many contributions of our Nation’s
diverse enterprises.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-third
day of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-
sixth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8722 of September 23, 2011
Gold Star Mother’s and Family’s Day, 2011

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Since our Nation’s earliest days, the men and women of our Armed Forces
have demonstrated the courage and heroism that have come to define
America. Across shores, in deserts, and on city streets around the world,
extraordinary Americans have given their last full measure of devotion de-
fending the freedoms we cherish. Their ultimate sacrifice is one we can
never fully repay, and the enormity of the grief their families carry we can
never fully know.
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